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FORENSIC PATHOLOGY 
CONTENT SPECIFICATIONS 

 
 
New Validated Practical Knowledge 
 
1. Use of genetics in the diagnosis of sudden death 

sudden cardiac death 
SIDS 
thrombophilias 

2. Pharmacogenomics 
3. Inhalation intoxication 
4. Prescription drug overdose 
5. Death investigation in the elderly, including normal physiological changes of 

aging 
6. Role of CT and MRI in autopsy (virtual autopsy) 
7. Asphyxial games 
8. Mass fatality response 
9. Infectious disease surveillance and response 
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Fundamental Knowledge 
 
1. Wound interpretation 
2. Interpretation of postmortem change 
3. Interpretation of toxicology results 
4. Infant death evaluation 
5. Natural disease presenting as sudden death 
6. Relationship between forensic pathology and public health and concept of 

reportable diseases and conditions 
7. Relationship between forensic pathology and public safety/criminal justice 

system 


