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Instructions For Completing The 

Logbook Of Molecular Genetic Pathology Experience

Definition of a “case” (for logbook): A case is defined as the complete laboratory evaluation of an individual or an individual tissue (e.g., for tumor specimens).  If a family study is involved, the entire family is considered as a single case.  Completion of the case will involve appropriate communication of the results (e.g., written report, verbal communication to the referring physician, and/or counseling of the individual/family).

1. Use the sample Logbook of Supervised Molecular Genetic Pathology Experience as a model for your logbook.  This form may be computerized as long as it contains all of the information requested.  The font must be no smaller than 15 characters per inch nor more than 6 lines per vertical inch.

2. Number each logbook entry (1-150).  Number each sheet consecutively using page numbers.

3. For each case, provide all information requested.

4. Well-Rounded Experience.  The letters and logbook will be reviewed for number and variety of cases and breadth of experience.  The applicant must have had a significant role in each case.  The purpose of the logbook is to document and demonstrate experience sufficient to develop all of the listed competencies for the specialty.  A well-rounded experience would include exposure to a breadth of genetic disorders encompassing many categories of activity and, for laboratory specialties, a variety of abnormal laboratory results.  Significant hands-on experience in the laboratory with specimen processing, laboratory techniques, technical and medical problem solving, interpretation, counseling issues, written or oral communication of test results and involvement in all aspects of laboratory management and administration should be documented in the logbook.  An appropriate number of logbook cases must document sufficient direct contact with families and clinicians to demonstrate the applicant’s experience communicating results to these audiences.

5. Patient Identity.  Logbooks will not be reviewed if they contain specific information regarding the identity of a patient (e.g., name).  Use the case number as the only identifier--do not include a list of correlating names with case numbers.  Applicants should maintain their own lists of links to the patients in case there are questions about one or more of the cases.

6. Category.  Indicate the category or categories that each case fits.  The logbook cases should be selected to demonstrate a variety of abnormal laboratory findings (which may include positive associations or linkage assignments).  No more than 75 of the cases may be in any one category (e.g., immunologic, neoplastic, infectious, mendelian genetics, forensics).  No more than 15 of the cases may have been processed in another laboratory, with involvement of the applicant limited to activities external to the laboratory (e.g., discussion with the family of an unusual molecular genetic disorder, the diagnosis of which was established in a distant reference laboratory).  No more than 100 of the cases may have normal laboratory findings.

7. Primary Issue.  Indicate issues of interest to the referring physician and the family (e.g., proband or prenatal diagnosis, heterozygote assessment, carrier screening, clinical correlation, recommendations, risk prediction, management, natural history, or prognosis).

8. Applicant’s Role.  Describe your involvement in the case (e.g., specific activities in the laboratory including set up and harvest of tissue culture, microscope analysis, isolation of DNA and setting up of PCR, running amino acid analyzer, result interpretation, literature interpretation, literature research, report writing, and contact with other physicians, health care workers, or families).

9. Signatures.  The first page of every logbook must be signed by applicant’s certified “professional in charge” of the laboratory or clinic for the cases that appear on that logbook page.  The subsequent pages must be initialed or signed by the professional in charge.  The signature indicates review and approval of those activities.
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LOGBOOK OF MOLECULAR GENETIC PATHOLOGY EXPERIENCE

(SEE INSTRUCTIONS)

	Applicant’s name:      
	Clinic Name:      


	Entry #
	Date
	Category
	Primary Issue
	Methods Used
	Interpretation
	Applicant’s Role

	Example:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	28
	3/16/1996
	CF
	r/o CF
	PCR, Sequencing
	∆508/∆508 affected

2 sibs tested, 1 is carrier
	isolated DNA, set up PCR, interpreted tests, discussed results with family
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	Signature of Applicant:




I have reviewed this logbook page and certify that the applicant named above had major involvement in each of the cases listed. 

	Signature of Professional 

in Charge:
	Type Name:
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